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within the hounds of his Diocese. The same term is used to express the hounds within which a Bishop exercises his power, i. e. his Diocese. In the Saxon times, before the Norman Conquest, there was no distinction of jurisdictions : but all matters, as well spiritual as temporal, were determined in the county court called the Sheriff's Tonrn, where the Bishop and Earl (or in his absence the Sheriff) sat together, or else in the hundred court, which was .held in like manner before the Lord of the hundred and ecclesiastical Judge. Examin. of the scheme of ch. pow. 15. Duck 307. 1 Warn. 274. 2 Still 14. God. 96. Johns. 256.
For the ecclesiastical officers took their limits of jurisdiction, from a like extent of the civil powers. Most of the old Saxon bishoprics were of equal bounds with the distinct kingdoms. The archdeaconries, when first settled into local districts, were commonly fitted to the respective counties. And rural deanries, before the Conquest, were correspondent to the political tithings. Their spiritual courts were held, with a like reference to the administration of civil justice. The synods of each province and diocese were held at the discretion of the Metropolitan and the Bishop, as great councils at the pleasure of the Prince. The visitations were first united to the civil inquisitions in each county; and afterwards, when the courts of the Earl and Bishop were separated, yet still the visitations were held like the Sheriff's Tourns twice a year, and like them too after Easter and Michael-mass, and still with nearer likeness the greater of them was at Easter. The rural chapters were also held like the inferior courts of the hundred, every three weeks; then, and like them too, they were changed into monthly, and at last into quarterly meetings. Nay, and a prime visitation was held commonly, like the prime folcmote or Sheriff's Tourn on the very calends of May. Ken. JEccL Syn. 233, 4.
And accordingly Sir Henry Spelman observes, that the Bishop and the Earl sat together in one court, and heard jointly the causes of Church and Commonwealth ; as they yet do in parliament. And as the Bishop had twice in the year two general synods, wherein all the clergy of his diocese of all sorts were'bound to resort for